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From: Sean Tobin

Sent: Tue, 31 Mar 2020 15:33:02 +1100

To: Jeremy McAnulty;a.wilson||

Cc: Kerry Chant (Ministry of Health)

Subject: RE: Ruby Princess report and appendices

Attachments: Ruby Princess Risk Assessment Report 30 March aw-st.docx

Dear Andrew
Please find a revised version incorporating your suggestions and some of you comments.
I'll call now.

Best regards
Sean

Communicable Diseases Branch
Health Protection NSW

From: Jeremy McAnulty

Sent: Tuesday, 31 March 2020 12:12 PM

To: Sean Tobin < I

Cc: Kerry Chant (Ministry of Health) <}
Subject: FW: Ruby Princess report and appendices

Importance: High

Hi Sean

Would you please review and prepare a response ?
Thx

Jeremy

From: Andrew Wilson [mailto;
Sent: Tuesday, 31 March 2020 11:56 AM

To: Kerry Chant (Ministry of Health) <]} SN < <y McAnulty
<

Cc: Laura Changizi (Ministry of Health) <}

Subject: Re: Ruby Princess report and appendices

Kerry, Jeremy
Some suggested edits and some queries in attached.
Aw

From: "Kerry Chant (Ministry of Health)" </ G

Date: Monday, 30 March 2020 at 11:32 pm
To: Andrew Wilson <HEEEEEEE >

Cc: "Elizabeth Koff (Ministry of Health)" <} R -, Jcrcmy

McAnulty < >
Subject: Fwd: Ruby Princess report and appendices
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Dear Dr Wilson

Please find part 1 of the report into the assessment and response to the Ruby Princess cruise ship.
This part of the report covers the risk assessment processes undertaken by NSW Health. This part
will be incorporated into a broader report looking at the epidemiology of the cases including date of
symptom onset and analysis of cases of secondary transmission as well as lessons learnt.

Thank you for agreeing to assist in review. | would appreciate your comments on this component of
the report which focuses on the processes and procedures in place.

Dr McAnulty will also be available to answer any of your queries in relation to the content of the
report.

| will ask Dr McAnulty to also provide the epi curve by symptom onset date as this may provide
additional context for your review.

It would be appreciated if you could please provide your feedback by Friday.

Regards
Kerry Chant

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Sean Tobin <

Date: 30 March 2020 at 10:32:34 pm AEDT

To: "Kerry Chant (Ministry of Health)" —, Jeremy McAnulty
B ———————

Subject: Ruby Princess report and appendices

Please find attached, including additional CDNA case definition current at that time.

Best regards
Sean

Dr Sean Tobin

Public Health Physician
Public Health Emergency Operations Centre (PHEOC) — COVID-19 Response

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information.
If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.

Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily
the views of NSW Health or any of its entities.
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NSW Health Report on the Ruby Princess
Cruise of 8 to 19 March 2020

Background to Australian Maritime Biosecurity Arrangements

The Australian Government determines the policy for people arriving from international ports into
Australia. Under the Biosecurity Act 2015 (the Act) - section 44, the Australian Health Minister may
determine entry requirements to prevent the entry, emergence, establishment and spread of a
Listed Human Disease. The Biosecurity (Entry Requirements) Determination 2016 provides that an
individual may be screened by a biosecurity officer! or human biosecurity officer 2 via a
questionnaire or equipment to identify signs and symptoms of a Listed Human Disease.

The Australian Government is responsible for border control, including granting pratique (permission
to dock), and advising international travellers about any requirements to self-quarantine because of
their international travel.

The Act requires that the operator of an international aircraft or vessel must report any ill travellers
that show signs and symptoms of infectious disease, or if there has been a death on board. The
report must be made to a biosecurity officer prior to arrival in Australia through the Pre-Arrival
Report (PAR). These reports and other information from the ship are documented in the maritime
arrivals reporting system (MARS).

Biosecurity Officers, officers of the Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment, apply standard questionnaires to assess pre-arrival reports of illness among
passengers or crew, and consult where required with medical officers from NSW Health designated
as Human Biosecurity Officers under the Act.

National Protocol for Assessing COVID-19 Risk from Cruise Ships

On the 6 March 2020, the Australian Government published a ‘National Protocol for Managing Novel
Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Risk from Cruise Ships’ (the National Protocol) (Appendix 1) for use
by personnel on international cruise vessels, biosecurity agencies and local port health authorities
when there is a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 on-board. The National Protocol does not
direct jurisdictions to do such assessments, but instead leaves it to their discretion.

1 Biosecurity Officers are employed by the Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment.

2 Human Biosecurity Officers are medical officers approved by the Director of Human Biosecurity under the
Australian Biosecurity Act 2015. Each state and territory health department has a number of employees who
are approved HBOs and one Chief Human Biosecurity Officer with specific powers under the Biosecurity Act.
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Public health representatives of all state and territory governments including NSW were involved in
the development and approval of the National Protocol. NSW Health indicated that in addition to
implementing the National Protocol, additional risk assessment procedures for all cruise ships
docking in NSW would be applied beyond those prescribed in the National Protocol.

On 15 March 2020 the Prime Minister announced that international cruise operations would cease
and all travellers entering Australia from 0001 AEDST 16 March 2020 must undertake a
precautionary self-isolation period for 14 days upon entry to Australia. Subsequent Guidance
provided by the Australian Government stated that cruise ships would not be allowed to dock at an
Australian port. There were a number of exceptions:

e Australian flagged ships

e Returning cruises to return Australians

e Ships in transit that have left the last international port as of 12 pm on the 15 March
e Round Trip Cruises

Ships potentially meeting the exception criteria are required to apply through the Maritime
Processing Committee (MTPC), run by the Australian Border Force, for permission to dock at an
Australian port and disembark passengers. Exempted ships will only be allowed to disembark at
Sydney and Brisbane.

As of at least the 17 March, a factsheet (Appendix 2) from the Australian Border Force was available
for the Cruise Lines to distribute to incoming international cruise ship passengers to advise that
disembarking passengers would need to have an isolation period of 14 days, but commencing from
the date of departure from the last foreign port, not from the date of arrival in Australia. The
factsheet also notes that foreign nationals would be allowed to disembark ships with permission to
return to their home country.

NSW Process for Assessing COVID-19 Risk from Cruise Ships

NSW Health has two long-standing program (originally commenced in 1998) public health programs
for cruise ships visiting the Port of Sydney. These are the Cruise Ship Health Surveillance Program
and the Vessel Inspection Program and they are managed by the South East Sydney Local Health
District’s public health unit (SES PHU). SES PHU respond to reports of infectious disease cases,
outbreaks, and other incidents of public health concern, and conduct environmental health
inspections of vessels.

The SESPHU Cruise Ship Health Surveillance Program works closely with the cruise ship industry and
the Australian Department of Agriculture and Water Resources to improve health surveillance on
cruise ships and respond to outbreaks of infectious disease.

Cruise ships often have several thousand passengers on board, many of whom are older and have
chronic medical conditions, as well as large numbers of crew (crew numbers may be 30-50% of the
total ship population during a cruise). Respiratory infections (unrelated to COVID-19) and
gastrointestinal infections among passengers and crew are common on cruise ships, sometimes
increasing to significant outbreaks. Cruise ships are responsible for, and have policies to prevent,
detect and manage outbreaks of infectious disease on board.




SESPHU increased monitoring for respiratory iliness during January ]2020 in response to the growing

number of COVID-19 cases, including several dockside assessments. By 15 February, NSW Health had
implemented an enhanced surveillance process building on these existing risk assessment
arrangements for cruise ships, and which required additional pre-arrival information from cruise
lines and cruise ship medical teams for all cruise ships scheduled to dock in NSW ports. Pre-arrival
information was summarised by SES PHU in a standard reporting template and reviewed the day
prior to arrival into NSW by senior public health officers from Health Protection NSW, from SES PHU
and from the public health units of Sydney and Nepean Blue Mountains Local Health Districts.

On 22 February 2020 the NSW Chief Health Officer wrote to Cruise Line representatives to alert
them to the enhanced risk assessment process for cruises and to provide specific guidance
(Enhanced COVID-19 Procedures for the Cruise Line Industry) to reduce the risk of COVID-19 on their
cruises (Appendix 3).

On 9 March 2020 additional information was sent to the cruise lines to recommend additional
precautions and to strengthen their specimen collection capacity in case COVID-19 testing was
required following the pre-arrival risk assessment (Appendix 4).

Details of enhanced pre-arrival risk assessment categories and response

Based on the pre-arrival risk assessment for each incoming cruise ship, the NSW Health cruise ship
expert panel assigns one of three risk categories —\Low, Medium or High Hwhich] informs further

public health action.

If a cruise is classified as Low Risk, usual disembarkation procedures are assumed and no NSW
Health team attends the ship dockside to conduct screening of sick passengers and crew. In the
event that NSW Health becomes aware that respiratory samples had been collected by the Ship
medical team and tested negative for influenza, it was not required that these samples be routinely
collected and tested by NSW Health for COVID-19 but an assessment on the need for further testing
is made on a case-by-case basis.

If a cruise is classified as Medium Risk, a NSW Health team meets the ship dockside to conduct a
further assessment and screening of symptomatic travellers and other travellers of concern due to
their recent travel history. Pratique is not granted for disembarkation of other travellers until this
further risk assessment is completed. Travellers identified for COVID-19 testing are required to self-
isolate in a private cabin on board until the results are known. Other passengers are allowed to
disembark with the standard national COVID-19 advice distributed to all international arrivals.

If a cruise is classified as High Risk, such as when an ill passenger with suspected COVID-19 is
identified, the ship would not be permitted to dock until an incident management team had been
formed to assess the risks and prepare a plan of action to minimise the risk to the NSW community
and to screen and manage other passengers and crew.

Procedures for responding to and management of cruise ships where there are confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in passengers and/or crew are set out in the 26 February [2020] draft policy (Appendix 7).
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Risk Assessment for the Ruby

Prior to the 24 February docking of the Ruby Princess in Sydney NSW Health conducted a detailed
pre-arrival risk assessment as required under the new enhanced pre-arrival risk assessment. The
expert panel assessed this cruise of the Ruby Princess as being a low risk for COVID-19 and no NSW
Health team attended dockside.

Prior to the 8 March docking of the Ruby Princess in Sydney NSW Health again conducted a detailed
pre-arrival risk assessment for that cruise. The expert panel assessed the ship for that cruise as
medium risk.

The basis for this higher risk assessment was that, while the overall reported influenza-like illness
rate among travellers (passengers and crew) was low, the expert panel expressed concerns about
two passengers who had had onset of acute respiratory illnesses during the cruise and had spent
several days in Singapore prior to boarding the cruise. Both passengers had also been cleared of
influenza after swabs collected on board had tested negative for influenza.

A NSW Health team from South East Sydney Local Health District met the ship when it docked and
screened approximately 360 people who had fever or respiratory symptoms, or who had a travel
history of concern for risk of COVID-19.

In addition to the two passengers of concern, an additional four passengers and three crew were
swabbed for COVID-19 testing. All nine swabs tested negative for COVID-19 on the same day, and
these people were released from isolation.

Risk Assessment for the Ruby Princess cruise 8-19 March

On 8 March 2020 the Ruby Princess left Sydney to cruise to New Zealand. The cruise included nine
stops in different locations in New Zealand including a stop in Wellington on 14 March and a final
stop in Auckland on 17 March before returning to Sydney to dock on 19 March 2020.

The itinerary for this cruise was shortened due to the cruise ship ban announced by the Prime
Minister on 15 March 2020.

Prior to docking on the 19 March pre-arrival information was provided to the South East Sydney
Public Health Unit from the Ruby Princess through the maritime arrivals reporting system (MARS)
and through direct communications with the ship’s medical team.

On 18 March the expert panel reviewed the risk assessment summary prepared from this
information (Appendix 5).

The pre-arrival information indicated that there were 2647 passengers and 1148 crew on board. No
passengers or crew reported contact with a COVID-19 case, and none reported being had in China,
Iran, South Korea or Italy within 14 days of embarking.
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The Ruby Princess doctor reported that 104 of the 3795 travellers had reported an acute respiratory
infection at some time during the cruise, including 36 who reported an influenza-like illness (ILI). A
total of 48 patients had been tested for influenza of whom 24 tested positive. The ship doctor
indicated that they had kept 10 respiratory swabs available for further testing.

The ship doctor also reported that five travellers had been tested for COVID-19 during their stop in
Wellington (NZ) on 14 March, and that all five had tested negative for COVID-19.

The ship doctor reported that they were planning to medically disembark two unwell passengers by
ambulance.

e One was an Australian man who had no travel history of significance apart from the visit to
NSW and NZ. He had a fever and had been diagnosed with an upper respiratory tract
infection and had tested negative for influenza. The reason for medical disembarkation was
given as ischaemic heart disease, likely secondary to his infection, which had since improved
on oseltamivir treatment.

e The second passenger was an Australian woman who had no travel history apart from NSW
and NZ. She had been diagnosed with a febrile upper respiratory tract infection and had
tested negative for influenza. She reported an exacerbation of severe lower back pain with
signs suggestive of a femoral nerve radiculopathy. She was to be referred to an emergency
department for imaging and specialist referral as needed.

The NSW Health expert panel assessed the available pre-arrival information and agreed that the
cruise should be classified as Low Risk. They noted that the itinerary only included ports in New
Zealand, considered a low risk country for COVID-19 and the lack of known contact with a COVID-19
among the travellers. The ILI rate was below the 1% threshold generally recommended to indicate a
respiratory outbreak, and 24 travellers had been confirmed with influenza infections. It was
recommended to have the specimens that had been collected by the ship doctor tested for
COVID-19 when the ship docked.

Communications to passengers

Carnival Corporation, the owner of the Ruby Princess have confirmed that the Australian Border
Force factsheet (Appendix 1) was delivered to every passenger’s cabin prior to arrival and that
additional printed information was provided to passengers as they disembarked.

Events of 19 March

On the morning of 19 March, the Ruby Princess docked at the Overseas Passenger Terminal in
Sydney. The two passengers noted in the pre-arrival assessment were transferred by ambulance to
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital for further medical assessment.

SES PHU arranged for transfer of the 10 respiratory samples collected by the Ship doctor for
COVID-19 testing to the NSW Pathology COVID-19 reference laboratory at Randwick.




NSW Response

On 20 March 2020, NSW Health was notified that three of the ten swabs for people on the Ruby
Princess cruise had tested positive for COVID-19 and were confirmed cases according to the national
COVID-19 case definition current at that time (Appendix 6). Two of the cases were in passengers and
one was in a crew member. The crew member had remained in isolation on board under the care of
the ship’s medical team. A fourth Ruby Princess passenger was confirmed as a case later on the
same day having sought medical assessment after disembarkation.

NSW Health responded according to the NSW Health COVID-19 cruise ship response procedures for
confirmed cases in passengers or crew (Appendix 7).

NSW Health immediately informed Carnival and obtained from them their passenger manifest with
contact details for all passengers, and advised them to contact all of their crew about the need for
self-isolation and to monitor for symptoms.

On 20 March 2020, NSW Health prepared and sent urgent communications to all Ruby Princess
passengers by email and SMS messages to advise them of the confirmed cases on board and to
reinforce the importance of self-isolation and regular self-monitoring for symptoms. The email had
as an attachment the NSW Health'’s factsheet for people in home isolation, and links to further
information on the NSW Health website.

In addition on the 20 March 2020,

e amedia release was also issued to support rapid dissemination of this information;

e Other states and territories were notified; and,

e the National Incident Room was also notified in relation to international passengers who
might have already travelled out of Australia.

Commencing on 20 March:

e NSW Health commenced contacting by telephone all passengers from the Ruby Princess to
check on their health and to re-inforce the requirement to self-isolate and to monitor their
health. The Service NSW call centre was co-opted to assist with telephone contact.

e Aletter was also prepared for Carnival Australia which they distributed by email to all
passengers on behalf of NSW Health to further ensure receipt of the NSW Health advice.

As of 31 March, [Mcases of COVID-19 have been diagnosed in NSW which were acquired on the
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Ruby Princess, including one death in NSW, and six secondary cases in close contacts of these cases.
NSW Health is aware of a further XX cases (as of the 31 March) have been reported from other
states linked to the Ruby Princess cruise, including one death (in Queensland).

Further measures implemented by NSW to reduce the risk of COVID-
19 from cruise ships

On 22 March 2020 NSW implemented additional measures to further reduce the risk of COVID-19-
infected passengers or crew transmitting infection within NSW. This included a direction that no

Commented [TS6]: Waiting on a significant update of
numbers for today.
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cruise ship crew or passengers to be allowed to disembark in NSW until anyone with symptoms
consistent with COVID-19 are assessed, swabbed and tested for COVID-19 and found to be negative.

On 28 March 2020, Minister Hazzard, Minister for Health and Medical Research signed the Public
Health (COVID-19 Maritime Quarantine) Order 2020 restricting disembarkation of any person
arriving in NSW on a vessel unless authorised by the Police Commissioner, with additional directions
regarding other persons boarding or disembarking from vessels. See
https://gazette.legislation.nsw.gov.au/so/download.w3p?id=Gazette 2020 2020-61.pdf
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Annexure 54

From: Sean Tobin

Sent: Tue, 31 Mar 2020 17:27:17 +1100

To: Jeremy McAnulty

Subject: Revised draft RP report and appendices

Attachments: Ruby Princess Risk Assessment Report 31 March 2020 - draft.docx, Appendix

8 CDNA COVID-19 Case Definition.pdf, Appendix 1 National protocol for managing risk of COVID-19
from cruise ....pdf, Appendix 2 ABF Factsheet for cruise ship travellers dated 17 March 2020.pdf,
Appendix 3 Cruise Ship Screening policy DRAFT 19022020.pdf, Appendix 4 CHO letter for Cruise Ship
Operators 22 Feb.pdf, Appendix 5 Enhanced COVID-19 Procedures for the Cruise Line Industry 9
M....pdf, Appendix 6 NSW Health COVID-19 Cruise ship response procedure for confir....pdf,
Appendix 7 Risk Assessment for RP cruise arriving 19 March.pdf

Please find attached.
April is now updating the NSW and checking with interstate colleagues on their case numbers.

Best regards
Sean

Dr Sean Tobin

Public Health Physician
Public Health Emergency Operations Centre (PHEOC) — COVID-19 Response
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NSW Health Report on the Ruby Princess Cruise of 8 to 19 March 2020

NSW Health Report on the Ruby Princess
Cruise of 8 to 19 March 2020

Background to Australian Maritime Biosecurity Arrangements

The Australian Government determines the policy for people arriving from international ports into
Australia. Under the Biosecurity Act 2015 (the Act) - section 44, the Australian Health Minister may
determine entry requirements to prevent the entry, emergence, establishment and spread of a
Listed Human Disease. The Biosecurity (Entry Requirements) Determination 2016 provides that an
individual may be screened by a biosecurity officer! or human biosecurity officer 2 via a
questionnaire or equipment to identify signs and symptoms of a Listed Human Disease.

The Australian Government is responsible for border control, including granting pratique (permission
to dock), and advising international travellers about any requirements to self-quarantine because of
their international travel.

The Act requires that the operator of an international aircraft or vessel must report any ill travellers
that show signs and symptoms of infectious disease, or if there has been a death on board. The
report must be made to a biosecurity officer prior to arrival in Australia through the Pre-Arrival
Report (PAR). These reports and other information from the ship are documented in the maritime
arrivals reporting system (MARS).

Biosecurity Officers, officers of the Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment, apply standard questionnaires to assess pre-arrival reports of illness among
passengers or crew, and consult where required with medical officers from NSW Health designated
as Human Biosecurity Officers under the Act.

National Protocol for Assessing COVID-19 Risk from Cruise Ships

On the 6 March 2020, the Australian Government published a ‘National Protocol for Managing Novel
Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Risk from Cruise Ships’ (the National Protocol) (Appendix 1) for use
by personnel on international cruise vessels, biosecurity agencies and local port health authorities
when there is a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 on-board. The National Protocol does not
direct jurisdictions to do such assessments, but instead leaves it to their discretion.

1 Biosecurity Officers are employed by the Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment.

2 Human Biosecurity Officers are medical officers approved by the Director of Human Biosecurity under the
Australian Biosecurity Act 2015. Each state and territory health department has a number of employees who
are approved HBOs and one Chief Human Biosecurity Officer with specific powers under the Biosecurity Act.
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NSW Health Report on the Ruby Princess Cruise of 8 to 19 March 2020

Public health representatives of all state and territory governments including NSW were involved in
the development and approval of the National Protocol. NSW Health indicated that in addition to
implementing the National Protocol, additional risk assessment procedures for all cruise ships
docking in NSW would be applied beyond those prescribed in the National Protocol.

On 15 March 2020 the Prime Minister announced that international cruise operations would cease
and all travellers entering Australia from 0001 AEDST 16 March 2020 must undertake a
precautionary self-isolation period for 14 days upon entry to Australia. Subsequent Guidance
provided by the Australian Government stated that cruise ships would not be allowed to dock at an
Australian port. There were a number of exceptions:

e Australian flagged ships

e Returning cruises to return Australians

e Ships in transit that have left the last international port as of 12 pm on the 15 March
e Round Trip Cruises.

Ships potentially meeting the exception criteria are required to apply through the Maritime
Processing Committee (MTPC), run by the Australian Border Force, for permission to dock at an
Australian port and disembark passengers. Exempted ships will only be allowed to disembark at
Sydney and Brisbane.

As of at least the 17 March, a factsheet (Appendix 2) from the Australian Border Force was available
for the Cruise Lines to distribute to incoming international cruise ship passengers to advise that
disembarking passengers would need to have an isolation period of 14 days, but commencing from
the date of departure from the last foreign port, not from the date of arrival in Australia. The
factsheet also notes that foreign nationals would be allowed to disembark ships with permission to
return to their home country.

NSW Process for Assessing COVID-19 Risk from Cruise Ships

NSW Health has two long-standing program (originally commenced in 1998) public health programs
for cruise ships visiting the Port of Sydney. These are the Cruise Ship Health Surveillance Program
and the Vessel Inspection Program and they are managed by the South East Sydney Local Health
District’s public health unit (SES PHU). SES PHU respond to reports of infectious disease cases,
outbreaks, and other incidents of public health concern, and conduct environmental health
inspections of vessels.

The SESPHU Cruise Ship Health Surveillance Program works closely with the cruise ship industry and
the Australian Department of Agriculture and Water Resources to improve health surveillance on
cruise ships and respond to outbreaks of infectious disease.

Cruise ships often have several thousand passengers on board, many of whom are older and have
chronic medical conditions, as well as large numbers of crew (crew numbers may be 30-50% of the
total ship population during a cruise). Respiratory infections (unrelated to COVID-19) and
gastrointestinal infections among passengers and crew are common on cruise ships, sometimes
increasing to significant outbreaks. Cruise ships are responsible for, and have policies to prevent,
detect and manage outbreaks of infectious disease on board.
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NSW Health Report on the Ruby Princess Cruise of 8 to 19 March 2020

SESPHU increased monitoring for respiratory illness during January 2020 in response to the growing
number of COVID-19 cases, including several dockside assessments.

By 15 February, NSW Health had implemented an enhanced surveillance screening process building
on these existing risk assessment arrangements for cruise ships, and which required additional pre-
arrival information from cruise lines and cruise ship medical teams for all cruise ships scheduled to
dock in NSW ports. The process used from 15 February was documented and further refined on

19 March (Appendix 3) and shared with other jurisdictions for consideration as a national approach.

Pre-arrival information was summarised by SES PHU in a standard reporting template and reviewed
the day prior to arrival into NSW by senior public health officers from Health Protection NSW, from
SES PHU and from the public health units of Sydney and Nepean Blue Mountains Local Health
Districts.

On 22 February 2020 the NSW Chief Health Officer wrote to Cruise Line representatives to alert
them to the enhanced risk assessment process for cruises and to provide specific guidance
(Enhanced COVID-19 Procedures for the Cruise Line Industry) to reduce the risk of COVID-19 on their
cruises (Appendix 4).

On 9 March 2020 additional information was sent to the cruise lines to recommend additional
precautions and to strengthen their specimen collection capacity in case COVID-19 testing was
required following the pre-arrival risk assessment (Appendix 5).

Based on the pre-arrival risk assessment for each incoming cruise ship, the NSW Health cruise ship
expert panel assigns one of three risk categories — Low, Medium or High — which informs further
public health action. The screening process describes the criteria used in the risk assessment to
classify the cruise (Appendix 3).

If a cruise is classified as Low Risk, usual disembarkation procedures are assumed and no NSW
Health team attends the ship dockside to conduct screening of sick passengers and crew. In the
event that NSW Health becomes aware that respiratory samples had been collected by the Ship
medical team and tested negative for influenza, it was not required that these samples be routinely
collected and tested by NSW Health for COVID-19 but an assessment on the need for further testing
is made on a case-by-case basis.

If a cruise is classified as Medium Risk, a NSW Health team meets the ship dockside to conduct a
further assessment and screening of symptomatic travellers and other travellers of concern due to
their recent travel history. Pratique is not granted for disembarkation of other travellers until this
further risk assessment is completed. Travellers identified for COVID-19 testing are required to self-
isolate in a private cabin on board until the results are known. Other passengers are allowed to
disembark with the standard Australian Government COVID-19 advice provided to all international
arrivals.

If a cruise is classified as High Risk, such as when an ill passenger with suspected COVID-19 is
identified, the ship would not be permitted to dock until an incident management team had been
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formed to assess the risks and prepare a plan of action to minimise the risk to the NSW community
and to screen and manage other passengers and crew.

Procedures for responding to and management of cruise ships where there are confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in passengers and/or crew are set out in the 26 February 2020 draft policy (Appendix 6).

Risk Assessments for the Ruby Princess cruises ending 24 February
2020 and 8 March 2020.

On 23 February, NSW Health conducted a detailed pre-arrival risk assessment for the 24 February
docking of the Ruby Princess in Sydney, as required under the new enhanced pre-arrival risk
assessment. The expert panel assessed this cruise of the Ruby Princess as being a low risk for COVID-
19 and no NSW Health team attended dockside.

On 7 March, NSW Health again conducted a detailed pre-arrival risk assessment for the 8 March
docking of the Ruby Princess in Sydney. The expert panel assessed the ship for that cruise as
medium risk.

The basis for this medium risk classification was that, while the overall reported influenza-like iliness
rate among travellers (passengers and crew) was low, the expert panel expressed concerns about
two passengers who had had onset of acute respiratory illnesses during the cruise and had spent
several days in Singapore prior to boarding the cruise. Both passengers had also been cleared of
influenza after swabs collected on board had tested negative for influenza.

A NSW Health team from South East Sydney Local Health District met the ship when it docked and
screened approximately 360 people who had fever or respiratory symptoms, or who had a travel
history of concern for risk of COVID-19.

In addition to the two passengers of concern, an additional four passengers and three crew were
swabbed for COVID-19 testing. All nine swabs tested negative for COVID-19 on the same day, and
these people were released from isolation.

Risk Assessment for the Ruby Princess cruise 8-19 March

On 8 March 2020 the Ruby Princess left Sydney to cruise to New Zealand. The cruise included nine
stops in different locations in New Zealand including a stop in Wellington on 14 March and a final
stop in Auckland on 17 March before returning to Sydney to dock on 19 March 2020.

The itinerary for this cruise was shortened due to the cruise ship ban announced by the Prime
Minister on 15 March 2020.

Prior to docking on the 19 March pre-arrival information was provided to the South East Sydney
Public Health Unit from the Ruby Princess through the maritime arrivals reporting system (MARS)
and through direct communications with the ship’s medical team.

On 18 March the expert panel reviewed the risk assessment summary prepared from this
information (Appendix 7).
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NSW Health Report on the Ruby Princess Cruise of 8 to 19 March 2020

The pre-arrival information indicated that there were 2647 passengers and 1148 crew on board. No
passengers or crew reported contact with a COVID-19 case, and none reported being had in China,
Iran, South Korea or Italy within 14 days of embarking.

The Ruby Princess doctor reported that 104 of the 3795 travellers had reported an acute respiratory
infection at some time during the cruise, including 36 who reported an influenza-like illness (ILI). A
total of 48 patients had been tested for influenza of whom 24 tested positive. The ship doctor
indicated that they had kept 10 respiratory swabs available for further testing.

The ship doctor also reported that five travellers had been tested for COVID-19 during their stop in
Wellington (NZ) on 14 March, and that all five had tested negative for COVID-19.

The ship doctor reported that they were planning to medically disembark two unwell passengers by
ambulance.

e One was an Australian man who had no travel history of significance apart from the visit to
NSW and NZ. He had a fever and had been diagnosed with an upper respiratory tract
infection and had tested negative for influenza. The reason for medical disembarkation was
given as ischaemic heart disease, likely secondary to his infection, which had since improved
on oseltamivir treatment.

e The second passenger was an Australian woman who had no travel history apart from NSW
and NZ. She had been diagnosed with a febrile upper respiratory tract infection and had
tested negative for influenza. She reported an exacerbation of severe lower back pain with
signs suggestive of a femoral nerve radiculopathy. She was to be referred to an emergency
department for imaging and specialist referral as needed.

The NSW Health expert panel assessed the available pre-arrival information and agreed that the
cruise should be classified as Low Risk. They noted that the itinerary only included ports in New
Zealand, considered a low risk country for COVID-19 and the lack of known contact with a COVID-19
among the travellers. The ILI rate was below the one per cent threshold generally recommended to
indicate a respiratory outbreak, and 24 travellers had been confirmed with influenza infections. It
was recommended to have the specimens that had been collected by the ship doctor tested for
COVID-19 when the ship docked.

Communications to passengers

Carnival Corporation, the owner of the Ruby Princess have confirmed that the Australian Border
Force factsheet (Appendix 2) was delivered to every passenger’s cabin prior to arrival and that
additional printed information was provided to passengers as they disembarked.

Events of 19 March

On the morning of 19 March, the Ruby Princess docked at the Overseas Passenger Terminal in
Sydney. The two passengers noted in the pre-arrival assessment were transferred by ambulance to
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital for further medical assessment.
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SES PHU arranged for transfer of the 10 respiratory samples collected by the Ship doctor for
COVID-19 testing to the NSW Pathology COVID-19 reference laboratory at Randwick.

NSW Response

On 20 March 2020, NSW Health was notified that three of the ten swabs for people on the Ruby
Princess cruise had tested positive for COVID-19 and were confirmed cases according to the national
COVID-19 case definition current at that time (Appendix 8). Two of the cases were in passengers and
one was in a crew member. The crew member had remained in isolation on board under the care of
the ship’s medical team. A fourth Ruby Princess passenger was confirmed as a case later on the
same day having sought medical assessment after disembarkation.

NSW Health responded according to the NSW Health COVID-19 cruise ship response procedures for
confirmed cases in passengers or crew (Appendix 6).

NSW Health immediately informed Carnival and obtained from them their passenger manifest with
contact details for all passengers, and advised them to contact all of their crew about the need for
self-isolation and to monitor for symptoms.

On 20 March 2020, NSW Health prepared and sent urgent communications to all Ruby Princess
passengers by email and SMS messages to advise them of the confirmed cases on board and to
reinforce the importance of self-isolation and regular self-monitoring for symptoms. The email had
as an attachment the NSW Health’s factsheet for people in home isolation, and links to further
information on the NSW Health website.

In addition, on the 20 March 2020,

e amedia release was also issued to support rapid dissemination of this information;

e other states and territories were notified; and,

e the National Incident Room was notified in relation to international passengers who might
have already travelled out of Australia.

Commencing on 20 March:

e NSW Health commenced contacting by telephone all passengers from the Ruby Princess to
check on their health and to re-inforce the requirement to self-isolate and to monitor their
health. The Service NSW call centre was co-opted to assist with telephone contact.

e A letter was also prepared for Carnival Australia which they distributed by email to all
passengers on behalf of NSW Health to further ensure receipt of the NSW Health advice.

As of 31 March, 329 cases of COVID-19 acquired on the Ruby Princess have been diagnosed in NSW,
including one death, and there have been six secondary cases in close contacts of these cases. NSW
Health is aware of a further XX cases (as of the 31 March) have been reported from other states
linked to the Ruby Princess cruise, including two deaths (one in Queensland and one in the ACT).
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Further measures implemented by NSW to reduce the risk of COVID-
19 from cruise ships

On 22 March 2020 NSW implemented additional measures to further reduce the risk of COVID-19-
infected passengers or crew transmitting infection within NSW. This included a direction that no
cruise ship crew or passengers to be allowed to disembark in NSW until anyone with symptoms
consistent with COVID-19 are assessed, swabbed and tested for COVID-19 and found to be negative.

On 28 March 2020, Minister Hazzard, Minister for Health and Medical Research signed the Public
Health (COVID-19 Maritime Quarantine) Order 2020 restricting disembarkation of any person
arriving in NSW on a vessel unless authorised by the Police Commissioner, with additional directions
regarding other persons boarding or disembarking from vessels. See
https://gazette.legislation.nsw.gov.au/so/download.w3p?id=Gazette 2020 2020-61.pdf.
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Annexure 55

From: Vicky Sheppeard (South Eastern Sydney LHD)

Sent: Wed, 1 Apr 2020 14:54:16 +1100

To: Jeremy McAnulty;Simon Willcox (Ministry of Health);Sean Tobin;Shaun
Devitt (Ministry of Health);Kate Ward (Ministry of Health);MOH-PHEOOperations

Subject: RE: Revised draft RP report and appendices

Attachments: Ruby Princess Risk Assessment Report 31 March 2020 - draft copy vs.docx

Some edits and queries
Vicky

From: Jeremy McAnulty

Sent: Wednesday, 1 April 2020 12:44 PM

To: Simon Willcox (Ministry of Health) <l - \/icky Sheppeard (South
Eastern Sydney LHD) <_; Sean Tobin

I shaun Devitt (Ministry of Health)
I - Kate Ward (Ministry of Health)

Ce: Jeremy Mcanulty <

Subject: FW: Revised draft RP report and appendices

Dear all
Please find the draft report.

Can you please review and send any comments to Simon asap.

Simon can you please:
Find the ambulance transcript for the 2 medically disembarked patients and after checking with
Gemma, add them as appendices
Check with Kate on any secondary cases and ensure that they have been contacted and the
situation explained that the patients

o ukw

Include as appx the transcript form the ports (I'll find)
Include appx of epi curve (from Kate)
Update the numbers of cases in the report
Have ops prepare a summary for each cruise ship that we have cases on: ship name, date of
cruise, numbers of cases among a) passengers and b) crew, dates of first case, date of most recent
case, the risk assessment for each one, and a short narrative

Thx

Jeremy

From: Sean Tobin
Sent: Tuesday, 31 March 2020 5:27 PM

To: Jeremy McAnulty <
Subject: Revised draft RP report and appendices

Please find attached.

April is now updating the NSW and checking with interstate colleagues on their case numbers.
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Best regards
Sean

Dr Sean Tobin

Public Health Physician
Public Health Emergency Operations Centre (PHEOC) — COVID-19 Response



MIN.100.002.4333

NSW Health Report on the Ruby Princess Cruise of 8 to 19 March 2020

NSW Health Report on the Ruby Princess
Cruise of 8 to 19 March 2020

Background to Australian Maritime Biosecurity Arrangements

The Australian Government determines the policy for people arriving from international ports into
Australia. Under the Biosecurity Act 2015 (the Act) - section 44, the Australian Health Minister may
determine entry requirements to prevent the entry, emergence, establishment and spread of a
Listed Human Disease. The Biosecurity (Entry Requirements) Determination 2016 provides that an
individual may be screened by a biosecurity officer! or human biosecurity officer 2 via a
questionnaire or equipment to identify signs and symptoms of a Listed Human Disease.

The Australian Government is responsible for border control, including granting pratique (permission
to dock), and advising international travellers about any requirements to self-quarantine because of
their international travel.

The Act requires that the operator of an international aircraft or vessel must report any ill travellers
that show signs and symptoms of infectious disease, or if there has been a death on board. The
report must be made to a biosecurity officer prior to arrival in Australia through the Pre-Arrival
Report (PAR). These reports and other information from the ship are documented in the maritime
arrivals reporting system (MARS).

Biosecurity Officers, officers of the Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment, apply standard questionnaires to assess pre-arrival reports of illness among
passengers or crew, and consult where required with medical officers from NSW Health designated
as Human Biosecurity Officers under the Act.

National Protocol for Assessing COVID-19 Risk from Cruise Ships

On the 6 March 2020, the Australian Government published a ‘National Protocol for Managing Novel

Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Risk from Cruise Ships’ (the National Protocol) (Appendix 1) ffor use

by personnel on international cruise vessels, biosecurity agencies and local port health authorities

Mhen there is a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 on-board. The National Protocol does not Commented [vs1]: Isn’t the protocol for health
direct jurisdictions to do such assessments, but instead leaves it to their discretion. authorities?

1 Biosecurity Officers are employed by the Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment.

2 Human Biosecurity Officers are medical officers approved by the Director of Human Biosecurity under the
Australian Biosecurity Act 2015. Each state and territory health department has a number of employees who
are approved HBOs and one Chief Human Biosecurity Officer with specific powers under the Biosecurity Act.
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Public health representatives of all state and territory governments including NSW were involved in
the development and approval of the National Protocol. NSW Health indicated that in addition to
implementing the National Protocol, additional risk assessment procedures for all cruise ships
docking in NSW would be applied beyond those prescribed in the National Protocol.

On 15 March 2020 the Prime Minister announced that international cruise operations would cease
and all travellers entering Australia from 0001 AEDST 16 March 2020 must undertake a
precautionary self-isolation period for 14 days upon entry to Australia. Subsequent Guidance
provided by the Australian Government stated that cruise ships would not be allowed to dock at an
Australian port. There were a number of exceptions:

e Australian flagged ships

e Returning cruises to return Australians

e Ships in transit that have left the last international port as of 12 pm on the 15 March
e Round Trip Cruises.

Ships potentially meeting the exception criteria are required to apply through the Maritime
Processing Committee (MTPC), run by the Australian Border Force, for permission to dock at an
Australian port and disembark passengers. Exempted ships will only be allowed to disembark at
Sydney and Brisbane.

As of at least the 17 March, a factsheet (Appendix 2) from the Australian Border Force was available
for the Cruise Lines to distribute to incoming international cruise ship passengers to advise that
disembarking passengers would need to have an isolation period of 14 days, but commencing from
the date of departure from the last foreign port, not from the date of arrival in Australia. The
factsheet also notes that foreign nationals would be allowed to disembark ships with permission to
return to their home country.

NSW Process for Assessing COVID-19 Risk from Cruise Ships

NSW Health has two long-standing pregram-(eriginathy-commeneced-in-1998}-public health programs
for cruise ships visiting the Port of Sydney (originally commenced in 1998). These are the Cruise Ship
Health Surveillance Program and the Vessel Inspection Program and they are managed by the South
East Sydney Local Health District’s public health unit (SES PHU). SES PHU respond to reports of
infectious disease cases, outbreaks, and other incidents of public health concern, and conduct
environmental health inspections of vessels.

The SESPHU Cruise Ship Health Surveillance Program works closely with the cruise ship industry and
the Australian Department of Agriculture and Water Resources to improve health surveillance on
cruise ships and respond to outbreaks of infectious disease.

Cruise ships often have several thousand passengers on board, many of whom are older and have
chronic medical conditions, as well as large numbers of crew (crew numbers may be 30-50% of the
total ship population during a cruise). Respiratory infections (unrelated to COVID-19) and
gastrointestinal infections among passengers and crew are common on cruise ships, sometimes
increasing to significant outbreaks. Cruise ships are responsible for, and have policies to prevent,
detect and manage outbreaks of infectious disease on board.
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SESPHU increased monitoring for respiratory iliness during January 2020 in response to the growing
number of COVID-19 cases, including several dockside assessments.

By 15 February, NSW Health had implemented an enhanced surveillance screening process building
on these existing risk assessment arrangements for cruise ships, and which required additional pre-
arrival information from cruise lines and cruise ship medical teams for all cruise ships scheduled to

dock in NSW ports. The process used from 15 February was documented and further refined on

19 Mareh-February (Appendix 3) and shared with other jurisdictions for consideration as a national
approach.

Pre-arrival information was summarised by SES PHU in a standard reporting template and reviewed
the day prior to arrival into NSW by senior public health officers from Health Protection NSW, from
SES PHU and-frem the public health units of Sydney and Nepean Blue Mountains Local Health
Districts.

On 22 February 2020 the NSW Chief Health Officer wrote to Cruise Line representatives to alert
them to the enhanced risk assessment process for cruises and to provide specific guidance
(Enhanced COVID-19 Procedures for the Cruise Line Industry) to reduce the risk of COVID-19 on their
cruises (Appendix 4).

On 9 March 2020 additional information was sent to the cruise lines to recommend additional
precautions and to strengthen their specimen collection capacity in case COVID-19 testing was
required following the pre-arrival risk assessment (Appendix 5).

Based on the pre-arrival risk assessment for each incoming cruise ship, the NSW Health cruise ship
expert panel assigns one of three risk categories — Low, Medium or High — which informs further
public health action. The screening process describes the criteria used in the risk assessment to
classify the cruise (Appendix 3).

If a cruise is classified as Low Risk, usual disembarkation procedures are assumed and no NSW
Health team attends the ship dockside to conduct screening of sick passengers and crew. In the
event that NSW Health becomes aware that respiratory samples had been collected by the Ship
medical team and tested negative for influenza, it was not required that these samples be routinely
collected and tested by NSW Health for COVID-19 but an assessment on the need for further testing
is made on a case-by-case basis.

If a cruise is classified as Medium Risk, a NSW Health team meets the ship dockside to conduct a
further assessment and screening of symptomatic travellers and other travellers of concern due to
their recent travel history. Pratique is not granted for disembarkation of other travellers until this
further risk assessment is completed. Travellers identified for COVID-19 testing are required to self-
isolate in a private cabin on board until the results are known. Other passengers are allowed to
disembark with the standard Australian Government COVID-19 advice provided to all international
arrivals.

If a cruise is classified as High Risk, such as when an ill passenger with suspected COVID-19 is
identified, the ship would not be permitted to \docH until an incident management team had been
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formed to assess the risks and prepare a plan of action to minimise the risk to the NSW community
and to screen and manage other passengers and crew.

Procedures for responding to and management of cruise ships where there are confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in passengers and/or crew are set out in the 26 February 2020 draft policy (Appendix 6).

Risk Assessments for the Ruby Princess cruises ending 24 February
2020 and 8 March 2020.

On 23 February, NSW Health conducted a detailed pre-arrival risk assessment for the 24 February
docking of the Ruby Princess in Sydney, as required under the new enhanced pre-arrival risk
assessment. The expert panel assessed this cruise of the Ruby Princess as being a low risk for COVID-
19 and no NSW Health team attended dockside.

On 7 March, NSW Health again conducted a detailed pre-arrival risk assessment for the 8 March
docking of the Ruby Princess in Sydney. The expert panel assessed the ship for that cruise as
medium risk.

The basis for this medium risk classification was that, while the overall reported influenza-like illness
rate among travellers (passengers and crew) was low, the expert panel expressed concerns about
two passengers who had had onset of acute respiratory illnesses during the cruise and had spent
several days in Singapore prior to boarding the cruise. Both passengers had also no identified cause
of their symptoms asbeen-cleared-ef-influenza afterswabs collected on board had tested negative
for influenza.

A NSW Health team from South East Sydney Local Health District met the ship when it docked and
screened approximately 360 people who had fever or respiratory symptoms, or who had a travel
history of concern for risk of COVID-19.

In addition to the two passengers of concern, an additional four passengers and three crew were
swabbed for COVID-19 testing. These passengers and crew were isolated in their cabins.
Disembarkation of other passengers was allowed after the assessment was complete. Embarkation

of the next cruise passengers and crew was delayed from noon to 5pm, pending receipt of swab
results

All nine swabs tested negative for COVID-19 on the same day, and these people were released from
isolation_and the next cruise allowed to embark. -

Risk Assessment for the Ruby Princess cruise 8-19 March

On 8 March 2020 the Ruby Princess left Sydney to cruise to New Zealand. The cruise included nine
stops in different locations in New Zealand including a stop in Wellington on 14 March and a final
stop in Auckland on 17 March before returning to Sydney to dock on 19 March 2020.

The itinerary for this cruise was shortened due to the cruise ship ban announced by the Prime
Minister on 15 March 2020.
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Prior to docking on the 19 March pre-arrival information was provided to the South East Sydney
Public Health Unit from the Ruby Princess through the maritime arrivals reporting system (MARS)
and through direct communications with the ship’s medical team.

On 18 March the expert panel reviewed the risk assessment summary prepared from this
information (Appendix 7).

The pre-arrival information indicated that there were 2647 passengers and 1148 crew on board. No
passengers or crew reported contact with a COVID-19 case, and none reported being had in China,
Iran, South Korea or Italy (the countries considered as a high risk for exposure at that time) within 14
days of embarking.

The Ruby Princess doctor reported that 104 of the 3795 travellers had reported an acute respiratory
infection at some time during the cruise, including 36 who reported an influenza-like illness (ILI). A
total of 48 patients had been tested for influenza of whom 24 tested positive. The ship doctor
indicated that they had kept 10 respiratory swabs available for further testing.

The ship doctor also reported that five travellers had been tested for COVID-19 during their stop in
Wellington (NZ) on 14 March, and that all five had tested negative for COVID-19.

The ship doctor reported that they were planning to medically disembark two unwell passengers by
ambulance.

e One was an Australian man who had no travel history of significance apart from the visit to
NSW and NZ. He had a fever and had been diagnosed with an upper respiratory tract
infection and had tested negative for influenza. The reason for medical disembarkation was
given as ischaemic heart disease, likely secondary to his infection, which had since improved
on oseltamivir treatment.

e The second passenger was an Australian woman who had no travel history apart from NSW
and NZ. She had been diagnosed with a febrile upper respiratory tract infection and had
tested negative for influenza, however was being treated with oseltamivir. She reported an

exacerbation of severe lower back pain with signs suggestive of a femoral nerve
radiculopathy. She was to be referred to an emergency department for imaging and
specialist referral as needed.

The NSW Health expert panel assessed the available pre-arrival information and agreed that the
cruise should be classified as Low Risk. They noted that the itinerary only included ports in New
Zealand, considered a low risk country for COVID-19 and the lack of known contact with a COVID-19
among the travellers. The ILI rate was below the one per cent threshold generally recommended to
indicate a respiratory outbreak, and 24 travellers had been confirmed with influenza infections. It
was recommended to have the specimens that had been collected by the ship doctor tested for
COVID-19 when the ship docked.

Communications to passengers

Carnival Corporation, the owner of the Ruby Princess have confirmed that the Australian Border
Force factsheet (Appendix 2) was delivered to every passenger’s cabin prior to arrival and that
additional printed information was provided to passengers as they disembarked.

5
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Events of 19 March

On the morning of 19 March, the Ruby Princess docked at the Overseas Passenger Terminal in
Sydney. The two passengers noted in the pre-arrival assessment were transferred by ambulance to
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital for further medical assessment, as arranged by the ship.

SES PHU arranged for transfer of the 10 respiratory samples collected by the Sship doctor for
COVID-19 testing to the NSW Pathology COVID-19 reference laboratory at Randwick.

NSW Response

On 20 March 2020, NSW Health was notified that three of the ten swabs for people on the Ruby
Princess cruise had tested positive for COVID-19 and were confirmed cases according to the national
COVID-19 case definition current at that time (Appendix 8). Two of the cases were in passengers and
one was in a crew member. The crew member had remained in isolation on board under the care of
the ship’s medical team. A fourth Ruby Princess passenger was confirmed as a case later on the
same day having sought medical assessment after disembarkation.

NSW Health responded according to the NSW Health COVID-19 cruise ship response procedures for
confirmed cases in passengers or crew (Appendix 6).

NSW Health immediately informed Carnival and obtained from them their passenger manifest with
contact details for all passengers, and advised them to contact all of their crew about the need for
self-isolation and to monitor for symptoms.

On 20 March 2020, NSW Health prepared and sent urgent communications to all Ruby Princess
passengers by email and SMS messages to advise them of the confirmed cases on board and to
reinforce the importance of self-isolation and regular self-monitoring for symptoms. The email had
as an attachment the NSW Health’s factsheet for people in home isolation, and links to further
information on the NSW Health website.

In addition, on the 20 March 2020,

e amedia release was also issued to support rapid dissemination of this information;

e other states and territories were notified; and,

e the National Incident Room was notified in relation to international passengers who might
have already travelled out of Australia.

Commencing on 20 March:

e NSW Health commenced contacting by telephone all passengers from the Ruby Princess to
check on their health and to re-inforce the requirement to self-isolate and to monitor their
health. The Service NSW call centre was co-opted to assist with telephone contact.

e Aletter was also prepared for Carnival Australia which they distributed by email to all
passengers on behalf of NSW Health to further ensure receipt of the NSW Health advice.
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As of 31 March, 329 cases of COVID-19 acquired on the Ruby Princess have been diagnosed in NSW,
including one death, and there have been six secondary cases in close contacts of these cases. NSW
Health is aware of a further XX cases (as of the 31 March) have been reported from other states
linked to the Ruby Princess cruise, including two deaths (one in Queensland and one in the ACT).

Further measures implemented by NSW to reduce the risk of COVID-
19 from cruise ships

On 22 March 2020 NSW implemented additional measures to further reduce the risk of COVID-19-
infected passengers or crew transmitting infection within NSW. This included a direction that no
cruise ship crew or passengers to be allowed to disembark in NSW until anyone with symptoms
consistent with COVID-19 are assessed, swabbed and tested for COVID-19 and found to be negative.

On 28 March 2020, Minister Hazzard, Minister for Health and Medical Research signed the Public
Health (COVID-19 Maritime Quarantine) Order 2020 restricting disembarkation of any person
arriving in NSW on a vessel unless authorised by the Police Commissioner, with additional directions
regarding other persons boarding or disembarking from vessels. See
https://gazette.legislation.nsw.gov.au/so/download.w3p?id=Gazette 2020 2020-61.pdf.




Annexure 56


MARKOVIV
Text Box
Annexure 56





























Annexure 57


MARKOVIV
Text Box
Annexure 57




































































































































































Annexure 58


MARKOVIV
Text Box
Annexure 58







































































































































































	Annex 49
	Annex 50
	Annex 51
	Annex 52
	Annex 53
	Annex 54
	Annex 55
	Annex 56
	Annex 57
	Annex 58



